
 
 7.17.20 

Dear Parents/Guardians, 
Thank you for all of your questions regarding the draft return to school plan I shared with you this past weekend.  I copied your 
comments/questions below and responded.   Many of the responses can be found in this FAQ document that is updated often: 
https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/COVID19/ReopeningFAQs.pdf?ver=2020-07-13-125715-743 
 
Sincerely, 
Sharon Martin, Principal 
 

RES Return to School Q&A 7.17.20 

Questions/Comments  Answers 

Are LEAs responsible for providing distance learning for students who 
do not return to in- person school? Should this be presented as a 
choice for families or only if the student has a legitimate medical 
reason? 

LEAs should include information in their plans with regard to how they 
will provide distance learning for students who are not able to return. 
RIDE is working with RIDOH to provide more information to support 
LEAs in working with families who are concerned about sending 
children to school.  

Obviously, the district has to plan ahead.  I assume that this is a fluid 
plan and incorporates the need to swiftly implement changes as COVID 
conditions change within our state? 

The Governor and RIDOH will make these decisions based on the 
current situation. 

I have mixed feelings re back to school (I took the survey).  While I 
have a flexible working arrangement and will likely be able to telework 
after this summer (or furloughed), I did not enjoy distance learning while 
trying to work as you can imagine.  One of my personal struggles was 
with technology. I am not up-to-date, nor could I find the time to 
become so.  I see the Plan notes Google classroom for everyone next 
fall, I am hoping there will be some instruction for parents in this 
platform as I have never utilized it.  
 

The district offers training resources for parents.  See Google support 
that we posted last Spring here: 
https://sites.google.com/chariho.k12.ri.us/crsdvirtuallearning/home 
 
Go to “Parent Resources”  In addition the librarian at each school will 
continue to serve as a tech support for parents.  
 
 
 

https://www.ride.ri.gov/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/COVID19/ReopeningFAQs.pdf?ver=2020-07-13-125715-743
https://sites.google.com/chariho.k12.ri.us/crsdvirtuallearning/home


Also, will additional laptops be available for students in class/virtual as 
we bought a new one for my work in March and Ian was able to use the 
older one we had for most websites but if conflicting Zoom/Meets then 
we are down to one computer.  

 
The district is looking to purchase additional technology.  

Bus transportation...depending on the school hours and my ability to 
telework then I can do parent pickup/dropoff.  However I won't know 
this until closer to the timeframe, so I assume we need to sign up for 
transportation ahead of time? 

I do not currently have any information about transportation. The district 
will be sharing this with all families shortly. 

Safety--I have read the supporting doc for the Plan and am not 
comfortable with a minimum 3-4' distancing, particularly in one room all 
day with stagnant air (unless masked).  I am a huge supporter of open 
windows, fresh air and outdoor classroom opportunities, regardless of 
weather (many other countries/schools do this regardless of COVID). 
For COVID, having unmasked groups of kids less than 6' for extended 
periods of time in enclosed spaces doesn't seem to match the available 
science which is now indicating that aerosol transmission in stagnant 
indoor areas is likely occurring.  I do support unmasked classrooms if 6' 
apart.  Hallway masking should be required, not recommended. 
Whether we like it or not, our kids are used to this already for grocery 
stores, etc.  How do I explain that you might not need to in school but 
you should in the store or if at karate?  Should be more consistent. 

This is the latest guidance from RIDE: The guidance notes that 6 feet of 
physical distance should be maintained as much as possible.  Is there a 
minimum number of feet of physical distance that must be maintained? 
    At this time, there is not a minimum number of feet of physical 
distance that must be maintained. The 6 foot guidance is to reduce 
spread between individuals. When planning, if students/adults are 
unable to maintain a 6 foot distance apart then additional mitigation 
efforts should be used (face covering, cleaning spaces/supplies, not 
facing one another, etc…) and the spacing should be as close to 6 feet 
as possible. 
    From the recent AAP guidance: 
 “…the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends 
that schools "space seating/desks at least 6 feet apart when feasible." 
In many school settings, 6 feet between students is not feasible without 
limiting the number of students. Evidence suggests that spacing as 
close as 3 feet may approach the benefits of 6 feet of space, 
particularly if students are wearing face coverings and are 
asymptomatic. Schools should weigh the benefits of strict adherence to 
a 6-feet spacing rule between students with the potential downside if 
remote learning is the only alternative…. Given what is known about 
transmission dynamics, adults and adult staff within schools should 
attempt to maintain a distance of 6 feet from other persons as much as 
possible, particularly around other adult staff”. 
 



Safety, still.  I have a family of teachers and like many, older relatives 
as well.  All of these folks need extra protection from the spread of this 
virus.  Shouldn't masking and distancing be the number 1 thing the 
district can do to safeguard the health of all the teachers and staff 
working so hard for the community? 

See below (*) 

Overall, I believe the Plan is consistent with much of the current 
information out there.  I partly hope we stay virtual in the fall, to offer 
more protection against disease and uncertainty for all and at the same 
time so recognize that our kids (and staff) need to see each other for 
social, emotional and educational reasons.  I am confident that RES is 
putting the needs of its community first in this matter and support partial 
physical/partial virtual learning as well if that best keeps us safe and 
learning. 

The safety of our students, staff and teachers is always my number one 
priority. 

One area that is not addressed anywhere in the plan and I would like to 
see the details on, is the plan for services/therapies, as you know my 
child receives PT, OT, Speech, & Vision therapy.  Will all of this be 
done in a therapy room?  What are the protocols being followed? 

See below (**) 
As a first step, parents/guardians should reach out to the district special 
education director to discuss services and supports for students. If 
parents/guardians have questions or concerns about the support and 
information they receive, RIDE has a dedicated email to support 
parents/guardians: ridecallcenter@ride.ri.gov.  

For vision, that is usually consultative, will the consultant still be allowed 
to come into the classroom, is there a screening that will occur for her, 
are there guidelines she needs to be aware of? 

The vision consultant will provide service in school when we are all in 
school.  During other phases of learning, she and others will serve as a 
virtual consult.   Any visitor will have to follow the district guidelines for 
school entry. 

Finally, in regards to masks, it seems that social distancing is being 
accounted for in regards to the students, are all teachers, teachers 
assistants, and staff members going to be wearing a mask throughout 
the day though? 

Face coverings or masks are recommended as much as possible. They 
are not required when a consistent stable group is established. Even if 
in a stable group, all students and teachers should try to maintain six 
feet of physical distance as much as possible. In Full In-person, 
guidance for stable groups/pod sizes of 30 specifically states that it 
includes adults as well. For limited in-person, pod size drops to 15 but 
does not specify if that includes adults. Pod size includes youth and 



adults regardless of scenario. 

 Should children have their temperatures checked before entering the 
school each day? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Is it possible for children to spend more time outside? Would multiple 
recesses be possible? Can outdoor classroom locations be developed? 
 
 
 
 
 
• Will additional ventilation be available? 

LEAs should work with the school community to establish a system for 
collecting this information daily, supporting parents to submit the 
information needed since it provides an important check each day. 
Students do not need to be isolated or sent home if the information is 
not collected, but LEAs should follow up with families to help them 
understand the Reopening RI FAQs 4 importance of providing the 
information. In addition, the Crush COVID App has the ability to send 
daily reminders to parents and staff.  
 
 
Ideally having students outside as much as possible is ideal.  We 
currently have multiple outdoor spaces as options.  Our local boy scout 
troop and PTO are renovating our courtyard into an outdoor classroom. 
Classrooms are always encouraged to take multiple movement breaks 
and we have a great storybook path that would also be an option.  
 
There are no plans to add additional ventilation to classrooms- other 
than open windows (we are waiting for confirmation regarding open 
doors- re: safety and fire codes). 

Will teachers be able to take additional paid sick days if needed? Will 
additional substitute teachers be available? 

There are very limited substitutes under normal conditions.  Our HR 
Director is working with various stakeholders and RIDE to respond to 
this need. 

Both receive the following services in school, which include PT, OT and 
speech therapy. These therapies are best done in person.  
While some children can thrive in an on-line education, others can not 
especially the children with special needs. I hope this is put into 
consideration when finalizing your plan for the school.  

**First and foremost, students should receive all services identified in 
an IEP. In general, schools should try to limit the number of classes 
each adult interacts with students in-person in an attempt to lower the 
risk of potentially spreading the virus. With that said, we know that 
certain staff, such as special education teachers, must provide service 
to multiple stable groups of students. If staff must move between 
multiple stable groups or groups of students, then they should follow 
increased mitigation efforts such as washing their hands between 



classes, wearing a face covering, and remaining 6 feet from their 
students as feasible. Many of the decisions about what is best for 
safety, education, and SEL needs for a student, and others who interact 
with that student, will need to be made on a case-by-case basis. The 
AAP guidance that was recently released states: 
 
“Every child and adolescent with a disability is entitled to a free and 
appropriate education and is entitled to special education services 
based on their individualized education program (IEP). Students 
receiving special education services may be more negatively affected 
by distance learning and may be disproportionately impacted by 
interruptions in regular education. It maynot be feasible, depending on 
the needs of the individual child and adolescent, to adhere both to 
distancing guidelines and the criteria outlined in a specific IEP. 
Attempts to meet physical distancing guidelines should meet the needs 
of the individual child and may require creative solutions, often on a 
case-by-case basis.” 

I reviewed the plan and I did not see if students would be required to 
wear masks in the classrooms. I thought I had heard Governor 
Raimondo state masks would not be required for elementary students 
in the classroom, but wanted to confirm this was the plan.   I saw that 
there would be a mask requirement in hallways and at arrival and 
dismissal. 

*It is recommended that face coverings be worn by students, when 
possible, even in stable group settings. Face coverings are 
recommended, but are not required, in settings where people can easily 
and continuously maintain at least six feet of distance from other 
people. Children must not face a penalty for not wearing a face 
covering. Staff wear face coverings with the exception of staff that are 
with a consistent stable group. For high school, face coverings are 
required whenever six feet of physical distance cannot be guaranteed. 
Schools should acquire additional face coverings for students and/or 
staff who may forget them or not have their own. Additionally, when 
necessary and if available, teachers may use clear face coverings to 
improve communication but face shields do not replace the need to 
wear a face covering. Any visitor must also wear face coverings.  
 
Face coverings or masks are recommended as much as possible. They 



are not required when a consistent stable group is established. Even if 
in a stable group, all students and teachers should try to maintain six 
feet of physical distance as much as possible. 

Also- what is the plan for Reading? Is the homeroom teacher going to 
also be the reading teacher and like math separate kids by reading 
levels?  

Students will receive tiered reading instruction from their homeroom 
teacher (differentiated based on reading level and reading needs). 

- Can you let me know if the two other phases will be shared in draft 
format? I know we are in a good place as of now in RI but if the busy 
summer brings a bump up in cases I would love to see what the other 
two phases would entail.  
 
I have some questions for phase 1: 
 
- Will there be some sort of screening process for children coming to 
school? Will bus monitors check children? Will they be checked when 
dropped off at parent drop off?  
 
 
 
 
 
- What is the sick policy of a child who has a “cold” Or mild symptoms. 
Will teachers have a right and will they be asking the child to be sent 
home to keep everyone else safe? 
 
- Will teachers and aides be keeping contact tracing notebooks 
electronically or in writing? If the same aid that does early morning 
programming helps in a classroom, who will isolate if the aide gets 
sick?  
 
- if a child gets sick, who in the school will isolate? The child only or 
their whole pod? 

The superintendent will share our district plan at our School Committee 
Meeting on July 21st at 7pm. There will also be a virtual meeting for our 
school at the beginning of August to discuss the plans and continue 
gathering feedback. 
 
 
 
What, exactly, does it mean that “students are screened when getting 
on the bus?” Most commonly, this will mean that students are asked 
questions about how they feel as part of a verbal screening. More 
information coming soon from RIDE.   Parents who drop students off at 
school will have to attest their child is being sent to school without 
symptoms or exposures. 
 
 
 
See below. 
 
 
RIDE/RIDOH is releasing a “Playbook” in August outlining what the 
school response will be for various scenarios such as these. All stable 
group (pod) data will be kept for the purpose of contact tracing.  
 
 
See above. 
 



 
- Will sanitizer/hand washing be encouraged for aides, teachers and 
kids to use before going into classes, after recess etc? New routines 
encouraged or just available in general? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- If substitutes were hard to find last year, it may be more difficult this 
year, and may remove the option to combine classes in an emergency. 
Is there a backup plan for maintaining social distancing in this situation 
with the children? I would rather be notified as a parent and pick up my 
child versus introducing them to another large group.  
 
- How big are the groups located In the caf/gym/ and ramp before 
parent pick up? Will there be 6 ft social distancing and masks in those 
areas where children mix? 
 
- Breakfast/Lunch in the classroom makes sense for distancing, but 
children having different allergies will complicate things. Maybe the 
breakfast is eaten at one designated table by the teacher (as opposed 
to that being an allergy free table) and cleaned after so they cannot be 
running around with food while attendance, paperwork etc is happening 
by the teacher.  
 

 
Handwashing is expected for all staff/students entering and exiting a 
room as well as for children before and after lunch and recess.  Hand 
sanitizer will be available for both students and staff all day in all 
spaces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I don’t have a solution to this problem.  Our district is aware of it and will 
be working out a plan at the Administrative Advance next week.  
 
 
 
 
Parent pick up groups will depend on the day.  Students will not be in a 
group larger than 30 and all students will wear a mask and socially 
distance in these spaces. 
 
Students will eat at their desks.   Students in an allergy aware 
classroom will not be able to bring peanut- tree nut or egg (if applicable) 
into the classroom.  

Is there guidance yet on what happens if there is a Covid positive person 
in a classroom?  For example, if there is a child that tests positive in a 
classroom, would only that child have to isolate for 2 weeks or does the 
whole class have to isolate?  

Any students experiencing symptoms of COVID-19 before the school 
day begins should stay home. If a student develops COVID-19 
symptoms while at school, the child should be taken to the school nurse 
and the isolation room immediately. Parents/guardians should be 
notified to pick up the student within the hour. Parents/guardians should 



seek medical advice for the student within 48 hours and schedule a 
COVID-19 test as needed. If the test result is positive, individuals must 
complete a period of isolation as directed by RIDOH. Symptomatic 
students will not be permitted to return to school until documentation 
from a medical provider indicates testing was negative and there are no 
other restrictions, there is no evidence of illness restricting attendance, 
or it is documented that the individual is no longer contagious. 

Has the district talked about offering the option to families to fully 
distance learn (not return to school at all)? There may be situations 
where immuno-compromised students/families may prefer that. It would 
require more teachers, maybe, or at least teachers committed to full 
distance learning while other teachers commit to in-person learning as 
long as it lasts. 

The decision regarding whether or not a child is too medically 
vulnerable to return to school should be determined by the child’s 
physician in consultation with the family. 
 
(From RIDE  FAQ) What happens if a student does not have a doctor’s 
note but the family still has concerns about their return to school?  How 
should these requests be handled and who makes these 
determinations? More information coming soon. 

  

  

  

 


